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Located in Western Wayne County, leaders in Van Buren Charter Township asked McKenna planners to help tackle a 
challenge plaguing many communities: a need for stronger character and cohesion among developments in the primary 
commercial corridors. McKenna planners suggested a  Zoning Overlay District as one key to “character building.” 

While Van Buren Township enjoyed economic success in its Belleville Road commercial corridor, the attractive 
appearance of recent developments was largely the result of negotiation with developers rather than regulation. 
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improving walkability and environmental sustainability and allowing for mixed use buildings and density formats in 
the district. McKenna suggested a Zoning Overlay District to ensure private developments incorporated the preferred 
building appearance and site and street frontage design, while still allowing the range of uses that make the district 
economically successful and vibrant. 

McKenna planners are also used highly graphic architectural design guidelines to promote a timeless architectural 
character and walkable streetscape environment for the district. 
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