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MeKenna Associares ® Michelle Anial
has perved ax Willlameron 3 Communiny
Dhevelopment Director since 2007
rhrough the firm 5 on=1ite tervices
program, For mare about McKenna's
an=gife offerings for plamring and
‘ other rervicer, call K88 2368 4316

By Sarsh E. Wandell. Phota by Term Shaer,

City of Williamsion

Good News From Williamston

Whille wr cas fum o Ay fees iha
tloa or pick up any newspaper in the
coraniry and hear phoses ard doom
alsirl U exonomy. s Wilkamston
community has turmed pegative
mews mEs poaitive change for thedr
Thistork mehdhchiges own Included
heve aee some of the devtlopeen il
Williarmton has in the works, with
the intention of boosting the local
woomemy eed creating joba b our
e

‘Williamaion Indusirial Parsk

According 1o Michelle Anked
Willkarmsion's community devclop
e deeyer, Willamston s con-
stslly werking o malor thee ity
atractier. “We do things at the DDA
1o constantly market car industrial
park and our communiliy,” she says.

Agparenily they are doing something
nighi bev e Centurios Modical
Products Comporatics, & medical
prodects and services supplier kocad-
o s Howell, ks currenily buildisg

a ity in Wilkaimsbea's industrsl
park.

*{har costrpany B costirued bo be

pscrruidsl, Fven in hand s, aays
Kielley Kuchne. project manaper a2

Centurin Medical ~We've designed
o Eeciliny s Welkmmsslon 10 socome

madate up Do D00 i wr'ne plasning
on moving 130 crpleyers from our

rarrent headpuriers m Howell " &1
ﬂmmmuﬂm;lsﬁmd

b b ampleted By [heormbeer 0059
Javaury 2030, and Ruchae aym b

poergany’s goal is o have the build-
iag be LEED Gold certifled.

Frorthre drvr kerment of e park,

i hadig higding for & publis Fokd s
consdct The sorth mnid sodtl el
triad parics (previously there was
{armilamed dirviding theml. was secusrd
through the efforts of Chris Hnatie,
eoihemal develapmenl planner with
the TridCommnty Rrgicnal Flasaing
wlflice.

Tt pregect hus recehved federad fund
ing through (ke U5 Departessat of
Coammerce Economic Developman
Admirssiration (EDW). “Our office
wiriord with the E1A fo sevure Sared:
ing for the moad. 1L wik the ETRA who
contacted me, frem their Chiscaga
olfice, = an aflesrgd to bring federal
dhollars. irlo our Segreen ol Construc
tion perojecta.” says Haatis,

*Theey [EDA) bunve regpalar grants
wvaslalblde for low amocame, high umeme
ploymenl [or other spocial pecds]
within & region, The pocd bere m the
trickde-dowm eifiect of Graeral Motors
inses. The EIA giors dollars hased
on ol crraticn—this is the key.”

Oid masghe new: 109 Building

i you'ne amikar with Williasmaton,
yen fionow right where thee 1050 build-
ing atands; s & Aistori stnscture,
one of the oldeil i O Sowntows
T

“The dinde & coampletely gutied. if
e & pew posd, i seeds subadantial
rehals on the sulisds,” says Anial
‘Willlamaon is in parinership with
drveloprr Steve Dor; his pastoer

i Ballsy Mason, owrior of the
Michigan Brewing Company, The

Fhe Crrsater Lamaimg BUSINESS MONTHLY

city Is in the preliminary process

of ebanining funding through the
Michigas Eoosomi; Development
Corporation (MEDC), and the
process will be compleled sometime
in e fel B maanti.

Slichelle Hyne, mayor of the Ciey of
Wilksmsion, says the effort points to
ke beeetit of partneratios ~Hobibey
Slason startrd e wath & dream
anad worked hard a1 schicving it. By
prowidiog a revitalived downtows a
haalthyr covironment is created; the
eotndEne growlh we'ne Cxpereming
Is & great benefil o e Cosrarrunily.
[1's & iremendous opportunity for all
when parinerships are eslabshed ™

Neighbortsood stabdlization

We all know that Michigan has one
of the highest forechousre rafes

in the country, bul Willlemaion's
Econamic Dreclopmen! Corparation
I working 1o barn arcassd forecie-
sires In the ity

A icighlasrhiaod SLalnhesies pio-
gram, using pro-Obasa fnderal
stimrvalue fands, will be appliaed 15
retubiliiazing and selling abandogad,
borreloscd hosen, Rebub will be
done through a partneniliop Beiwoen
Williansfon and [ngham: County
Habsini for Humanity, whoe currenthy

Prte Poechello, chale ol Wilkamston's
Econamic Diewlopmest Cerporation,
now. “Working together with Habius
for Hussnity, we can work 1o refab
faas been vacant for B0 dagra,, the
keeneS to the community b greal”
Williamatom bas applied for and

b mivbicipatieg approval of about
800,000 fom MSHDA for the sts
Eilipation project, and in e spiril of
wrbsan renewal, the [ngham Comnty
Hosuslng Comenissbon haa recently
awragded & prast of ever RI00000 o
the City of 'Wilkamaton for dowrlosm
housing and devclopment prejrst
Hyme néds that there bs a unique
wymergy huppening in Wilkamsion.
=With dedicaled service froapd. &
dikgent chamber of commerce. mmas-
ing sciool district and cutstanding
ressdenin,, we hdne 4 winng bras,
o qpoeation about L

“When you put that recipe logether.
yeure golng v cbital
resalin” W

wnw lanainghusiressnsnthly O

leases apate from the city for a Re-Sione.

Tp“ﬂmlﬁrﬁpﬂrﬂtﬂﬂl
foreclosures 1o keep the viabairy in
the caty that i needs,” Anicl states
"W areat jusl poing to wt down and
bet thee coonanmy take sdvaninge of
wi; we'ne taking this oppostanty and
rusatng with £.°
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